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Youth Employment and Unemploymer
THE YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROBLEM:      ITS  NATURE AND DIMENSIONS
Unemployment Rates
The United States recently experienced  its most serious unem; Problems since the Great Depression of the 1930s.     In the depths this recession,   in December  1982,  the overall unemployment rate a postwar high of 10.8 percent.    But the unemployment rate for  t was 24.5 percent—more than twice the overall rate—and the unem rate for black  teenagers was 49.5 percent.     Since the  trough of recession, the national employment Situation has improved somewh that during 1984 the unemployment rate averaged 7.5 percent.    Th for teenagers was still substantially higher—18.9 percent—and rate for black teenagers had improved only slightly,   to 42.7 per
The youth employment problem is not due merely to the greate vulnerability of young workers to the Swings of the business cyc There has been a long-term upward trend in youth unemployment ra over the last several decades (Congressional Budget Office, 1982 Table 2.1a provides statistics for four periods from 1957 to 198 1957, 1964, and 1978 were chosen because they were years of rela high economic activity and had identical unemployment rates for white men aged 35-44.
Over the period spanned by these statistics, the unemploymen for all youths climbed steadily. In addition, the gap between w and nonwhite youths that was evident in 1957 became much larger these decades. Thus, even among the more "settled" 20- to 24-ye youths, the 1957 unemployment rate for white males was 7.1 perce while the rate for nonwhites was 12.7 percent; by 1984, this gap expanded to 9.8 percent for whites and 24.5 percent for nonwhite women aged 20-24, the unemployment gap had expanded similarly, f percent for whites and 12.2 percent for nonwhites in 1957 to 8.8 for whites and 23.5 percent for nonwhites in 1984.
Table 2.1b, which compares the unemployment rates  for young males with other youths, shows that nonwhite females aged 20-24 1.7 times äs likely äs white males to be unemployed in 1957;  by they were 2.4 times äs likely to be unemployed.    In contrast, wh females have in most years been less likely to be unemployed tha
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